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Simon Weckert is interested in the digital world. It's “everything related to code
and electronics under the reflection on current social aspects.” In STREET 3.0,
Google Maps Hacks (2020) will be exhibited as STREET 2.0. This artwork hacking
Google Maps connects a critique to the map itself. What kind of map can we can
depict in post-panoptic society?
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Post Panoptic Monster

Yutaro Midorikawa

Google Maps Hacks

Google Maps Hacks by Simon Weckert is an artwork about maps. Google Maps is a
familiar map for a part of contemporary people (the reason is not just because it glows
in your hand, unlike paper maps which are invisible at night without a light). One sunny
day in 2020, an intervention was done on this digital map. It might look like just a person
walking on the street. Google Maps determines that this "performance" has caused a
traffic jam on the street. Google Maps then suggests an alternate route for drivers using
Google Maps at the same time to avoid that traffic jam, even though the actual road is
not congested. Google Maps Hacks is not just plank art. This strange reality insinuates a
suggestive message about maps and the power of maps.

Maps and Power

The following text appears on the Google Maps Hacks web page. "99 second-hand
smartphones are transported in a handcart to generate virtual traffic jam in Google
Maps. Through this activity, it is possible to turn a green street red which has an impact
in the physical world by navigating cars on another route to avoid being stuck in traffic.”
And then THE POWER OF VIRTUAL MAPS by Moritz Ahlert in 2019 is quorted. For
example, there are the following points in the text. “Maps have always been instrument
of power.” “Until only a few decades ago, maps were exclusively produced by nation
states, frequently in a military context” “Google's map service has fundamentally
changed our understanding of what a map is, how we interact with maps, their
technological limitations, and how they look aesthetically.” “Google Maps makes virtual
changes to the real city.” “Maps, which themselves are the product of a combination of
states of knowledge and states of power, have an inscribed power dispositive. Google's
simulation-based map and world models determine the actuality and perception of
physical spaces and the development of action models.” “While every detail of our
everyday life is becoming ever more transparent to the organizations that observe us,
their activities are increasingly opaque to us.”

Panopticon

Michel Foucault left various discussions on the issue of power. For example,
"Panopticon," a one-view surveillance facility, in his 1975 book Discipline and Punish:
The Birth of the Prison. Invented by Jeremy Bentham in the 18th century, the panopticon
refers to a prison design in which the cells are arranged around a watch tower. Since the
guards are not visible to the offender, a sense of being watched is activated even when
they are not being watched. Foucault sees here a contemporary problem of surveillance
and power. Surveillance internalized by power controls the lives of people. Over time,
however, the panopticon becomes invisible. “The new forms of surveillance would
depend on data processing and would have long since left the framework of the
disciplining discourses described by Foucault. They effected a new transparency, in
which not only state citizens as such, but every human being in all areas of everyday life



[could be] continuously monitored, observed, tested, evaluated, judged, and sorted into
categories.” (Ahlert, 2019) It is called a post-panopticon.

Post-Panopticon

In 2017, Efe Basturk described in A BRIEF ANALYSE ON POST PANOPTIC
SURVEILLANCE: DELEUZE&GUATTARIAN APPROACH. “In panopticon, surveillance-
based technologies were limited, these only focused on controlling the coherence
between the subject and the norm. However, in post-panopticon, computer-based
technologies can observe outside of spaces and any irrelevant facts as well.” Ahlert
quotes “post-Panoptical” by Zygmunt Bauman. "Additionally, they enable very different
forms of domination; not only do these no longer have any clear connection to prisons,
they are also frequently characterized by being exceptionally flexible and, in the media
and shopping, actually frequently go hand-in-hand with fun and entertainment.” Ahlert
sees Pokémon Go in “the serpent,” which is “the animal of the societies of control” by
Deleuze. “Owners of matured Pokémons virtually occupied contested territories and
defended them against other players, »obliging« them to move and cover ground.”
"Pokémon Go can be described as a map monster with a liberal appearance.” Post-
panoptic society makes us unknowingly obligated to provide personal data in exchange
for fulfilling our desires. It is not the past version of the panopticon, which is the
dichotomy of the ruler or the ruled. In the contemporary post-panopticon, anyone can
be "a map monster." The line between the ruler and the ruled becomes complex,
blurred, and finally, invisible (if it was the intention of the rulers, good for them). Or, like
Pikachu evolving into Raichu, the "map monster" might transform into the next form.

Poképhone Battle

Finally, this text arrives at a concept that Ahlert had already alluded to. The Post-Panoptic
Monster. The Post-Panoptic Monster connects to Google Maps Hacks. A smartphone that
fits in your pocket looks like a monster that fits in your pocket. This story in the post-
panopticon is not Pokémon but Poképhone. Google Maps is the Poképhone League
Champion in the age of post-panopticon. Google Maps Hacks, walking on the streets
with many Poképhone and hacking Google Maps quietly, is an internal revolution into
the territory of the champion, and at the same time, a smart play using the structures of
power against them. Probably Weckert is the Post-Panoptic Monster. There will be no
winners in the Poképhone Battles that take place in various applications. This is because
not only we can not see the enemies, but also we can not see our own faces. The maps
created by post-panoptic monsters will not be confined to the dichotomy of analog or
digital. They are already walking on a different street.
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